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M ary VanDyke Obituary

Mary Louise VanDyke, 94, of Oberlin, died December 12, 2021, at Lorain
Mercy Health. She was born February 28, 1927, in Rochester, PA and was an

accomplished musician, educator, master weaver and director of children’s choirs.

Her volunteer work was extensive including Friends of Oberlin Artists Series; Hymn
Society; Coordinator of the Dictionary of American Hymnology at the Oberlin

College Library; Allen Art Museum; and various jobs for the Oberlin Alumni
Association. Mary Louise was a Founder and longtime resident at Kendal at Oberlin

having moved in at opening in 1993. She delighted residents and friends with her

creative cards and notes honoring their special occasions. She was preceded in death
by her husband, Don VanDyke in June 2021. The VanDyke’s had countless family

members across the world from their lifelong relationships built from their
missionary work, avid support of international students (American Field Service) and

“adoption” of much-loved Oberlin College students. They gave special attention to

the women’s field hockey teams, attending games and inviting the teams for brunch
in their home. The absence of the VanDyke’s in Oberlin (and beyond) will be felt in

countless ways having been supporters of the Oberlin Community and nonprofit
organizations for more than 50 years. A private burial will take place in Westwood

Cemetery, Oberlin.

To send flowers

to the family or plant a tree
in memory of Mary Louise VanDyke, please visit our floral store.
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Tribute Wall Mary Louise VanDyke
FEB  28, 1927 - DEC  12, 2021

PP Paul R Powell posted:

It was my privilege to work with Mary Louise as Co-Editor of the Dictionary of North American

Hymnology. Her knowledge of hymnody was immense, but her spirit and inspiration as we worked

for several years to get this enormous resource into digital format was immeasurable. Her sweet

spirit, unbounding enthusiasm, and limitless encouragement will remain a constant source of

inspiration for the rest of my life.

January 31 at 8:00 PM

BT Barbara Thomas posted:

Mary Louise's light remains bright for all she did to brighten our lives. Her and Don's commitment to

young people brought them more family than can be counted, ours included. Her service to her

Church, Oberlin College, Kendal and individuals was impactful in countless ways. Rest in Peace Mary

Louise and Don. I will always carry you both in my heart and soul as a models of successful aging

with a deep and generous caring for those around you.

January 5 at 8:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Mary by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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